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TADMARTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

DRAFT MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 ON 22ND FEBRUARY 2016 AT 7.00PM 

IN TADMARTON VILLAGE HALL 
 
Councillors Present 
Richard Pinchin  (Chairman), Jane Fitzpatrick, Steve Kingsford, Joan Thomas, Steve Yeomans    
 
Christine Coles - Parish Clerk  and four villagers 
 
1. Apologies 
 None 
 
2. Declarations of Interest 
 No interests were declared. 
 
3. Co-option of a new Councillor 
 Tim Turner was co-opted onto the Parish Council. The appropriate forms were passed and signed by him. 
 
4. To approve the minutes of the last meeting of 30th November 2015 and 11th January 2016 
 Both sets of minutes were approved and signed at the meeting. 
 
5. Open Forum 
 Mr Moodie spoke about the allotment area.  Jane Asser has a metal trough which is surplus to requirements 

and he suggested that this could be used in the allotment area as an additional trough. He asked the Parish 
Council if they would be interested in installing another one.  There would be additional costs of getting the 
trough to the area and plumbing it in.  There is no running water and it would be needed in the summer 
months.  Mr Moodie suggested that it should be plumbed in properly with an underground tap.  It would be 
a replication of what is there already but in a different location.    Cllr Fitzpatrick agreed to talk to the 
allotment holders. 

 
 Mr Moodie spoke about the road past the Assers which is very dangerous.  There are three wheel hubs in 

the hedge and potholes. Drivers have to use the middle of the road to avoid the potholes.  It has been 
patched about eight times.  Cllr Kingsford to report to OCC Highways. 

 
 Mr Key asked if an agenda could be put on the notice-board by Mrs Whittles house.    It normally is but was 

missed last time. 
 
 A resident of Lower Tadmarton asked if the Parish Council could  write to all neighbouring hunts to ask them 

to be courteous and to ride safely through the village especially as there are young children and elderly 
people about.  It was agreed the Parish Clerk would write. 

 
 A resident of Lower Tadmarton spoke about work to the Triangle area in Lower Tadmarton and said if 

money was going to be spent on the area, the residents should be consulted.  The Chair replied that the 
work was not going to be done as it exceeded the Parish Council’s budget and it had been previously been 
agreed that Parish Council would not be spending any money on the area. 

 
6. Review of Action List 
 Horse signs – To carry forward. 
 
 ‘A Bit of a Do’ – The Chair and Cllr Kingsford to speak to Selina and find out her position.  The Village Hall 

Committee have confirmed that all items used in the past are available still. 
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 Assets of Community Value – Ongoing. 
 
 Children at Play Sign – OCC are waiting to see if there is any spare money left in the budget to pay for the 

signs. If there is, they will pay for the signs. 
 
 Bridle Path accessed from Hollow Road – The Parish Clerk wrote to the Broughton estate who own the land. 

They will arrange for the brambles to be cut back.  They will not move the gate unless it needs replacement 
and they may relook at it then. 

 
 Insurance for Oxfordshire Partnership Scheme – The advice given by OCC is that the parish should inform its 

insurers of its involvement in the scheme and providers will be required to put in place a £10M public 
liability indemnity and a minimum of £5M employers liability insurance. Where a service contract is used,  
the operative should also have this level of indemnity.  Service providers will be responsible for creating 
method statements and risk assessments for all activities.  Ultimately, OCC will retain the majority of the 
liability for the highway services under Oxfordshire Together as the County Council is deemed to be the 
Local Highways Authority that delivers the statutory functions. 

 
 Grass cutting costs at Highlands - Cllr Thomas advised that each cut costs £420.00 and the grass is cut 4 

times. Two local people will be asked to quote for the grass cutting. 
 
7. To discuss village surgeries for 2016 (RP) 
 Surgeries were held last year but some were not well attended.  They were felt to be worthwhile and are 

popular in bigger parishes such as Bloxham.   Contact details for Councillors are on the notice-boards and 
there is the cost of the hall to consider.  Cllr Turner suggested using someones home to save hall hiring costs 
but by using the hall helps people become familiar with where to go.  The opportunity given to parishioners 
is important and it was agreed that three dates for this year should be booked and advertised through the 
Link.  

 Action:  Cllr Fitzpatrick to book some dates. 
 
8. To discuss a new bus shelter for the bus stop in Brookfield Rise (CC) 
 The Parish Clerk had obtained one quote for a two bay cantilever bus shelter.  The cost is £2930.00 & VAT.  

This cost includes delivery and installation.  Councillors felt it might not be  big enough. 
 Action: The Parish Clerk will get a quote for a three bay bus shelter. 
 
9. To discuss the written request for a defibrillator for Lower Tadmarton (All) 
 A request has been received from Lower Tadmarton for a defibrillator.  The Chair noted that the first 

defibrillator in Banbury has been installed outside Marks and Spencers.  The Parish Council would support a 
defbrillator but there is no main electrics available to connect a unit to in Lower Tadmarton.  The unit on 
the village hall wall uses electricity from the hall and a grant is given to cover electric use.  The unit can be 
freestanding on a pole but there are no poles available in this part of the village. An alternative is to connect 
to a property but  a covenant would have to be agreed and signed in case house ownership changed. 

 Action:  The Parish Clerk to check if electricity is needed. 
 
10. To receive an update on the village hall (JT) 
 Cllr Thomas attended the last village hall meeting and asked how the grant from the Parish Council is spent? 

The money is used to pay for the insurance costs of £602.16.  The energy audit was discussed.  The ceiling 
has been insulated and lowered.  The heating is well improved now.  The entrance hall has been decorated 
and there is a new heater in the disabled toilet.  Cllr Thomas was asked where to put the filing cabinet but it 
has now been put in the Vestibule.  The £30.00 to cover the electric used by the defibrillator was paid to the 
VHC in November. 

 
 The Chair asked if the crisis around the committee has been resolved yet.  Cllr Thomas replied no.  Their 

AGM will be held on 14th April and a Chairperson, Treasurer and Secretary have to be elected first.  
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 For the benefit of the new villagers, the Chair explained that in previous times, the Parish Council and 
Village Hall Committee had the same membership.  It is healthy to have two sets of committees and there 
are less conflicts of interest.  Cllr Thomas is the Parish Council representative on the Village Hall Committee. 

 
 The Chair then suggested to Councillors that if nobody comes forward and the Village hall has to close, 

would consideration be given to the Parish Council looking after the hall until people come forward on a 
short term basis only.  It is hoped that once a Chairman comes forward, other members may follow.  Cllr 
Fitzpatrick asked how they are canvassing for new people.  There was a note put in the last Link.    There are 
currently nine people on the committee.  Cllr’s agreed to this idea but it would be for a short time only and 
there has to be an exit strategy. 

 Action: The Parish Clerk to draft a letter to the VHC.  To be an agenda item at the next meeting. 
 
11. To re-appoint Jill Perry as a trustee for Tadmarton Charities (CC) 
 The trustees of Tadmarton Charities confirmed they are in agreement that Jill Perry is a suitable trustee.  

Councillors agreed to reappoint Jill for a further four years. 
 
12. To receive an update on the smaller notice-boards (CC) 
 The Chair noted that the Parish Council are responsible for the large notice-boards and currently maintained 

under a contract. There are three other smaller notice-boards and it was unclear of ownership.  The Parish 
Council had received several  complaints  about the state of them.  Councillors had previously discussed 
how useful they were and what purpose they served.  The Parish Council would have to take on the cost of 
maintaining them.  Most public boards have date stamped notices and this ensures that notices are current 
and applicable.  The Parish Council discussed monitoring the content in case it is unsuitable and 
inappropriate.  The Parish Council felt a complete review was needed. 

 
 From the floor, Mr Moodie spoke about ownership. He had also sent an email on the subject.  The Parish 

Council do own the boards.  He was on the Parish Council for sixteen years and Chair for five of those years.  
They were purchased, installed and repaired a number of times by the Parish Council.  Repair work in the 
past has been done by John Nelder.  The one in the middle of the village is the only one which needs 
replacing. Various villagers have tidied them up in the past including himself,  Peter Whittle, the previous 
Clerk and Mr Key.  He hopes the notice-boards can remain as an open facility for the village to use and be 
regularly monitored by the Parish Council. 

 
 The Chair said that it was easy to remove event notices as they are dated but more control is needed for 

those who advertise local services.  The main concern is that if people cannot access notice-boards, then 
notices will be put on telegraph poles and this will deface the village.  A suggestion was made to put a 
disclaimer on the boards reading 'Not Endorsed by the Parish Council'. 

 Action:   The Parish Council to get more advice and  discuss at the next meeting. 
 
13. To discuss the Queens 90th Birthday celebrations (SK) 
 The Parish Clerk has asked Cherwell District Council if there will be grants available and they are not sure 

yet.  They have confirmed that road closures have to be paid for. 
 
 There is a village tea party on the 23rd April at 5pm which is being organised by Shirley Wackrill. 

 
14. Finance Report 
 The following payments were approved:- 

£13.31 to Parish Clerk (purchase of six high visibility vests for litter pick) 
£196.18 to Parish Clerk (hours) 
£26.00 to Parish Clerk (mileage) 
£230.00 to Mr Seel (allotment land – to be paid 1st April) 
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15. Planning applications 

  15/02160/F and 15/02161/LB, Demolition of existing conservatory and construction of new kitchen 
extension at Mayfield Cottage, Hollow Road. This application has been withdrawn. 

 

  15/02111/F, Demolition of modern agricultural buildings; the re-positioning of the access from the 
highway, the minor re-routing of a footpath; the conversion and extension of the traditional farm 
buildings to create 3 dwellings; and the construction of a detached garage at Home Farm, Main Street.  
Approval has been given by CDC. 

 

 16/00005/TPO. Fell Grand Fir Tree at 35 Highlands. Subject to TPO 10/1990.  No objections raised. 
 
A new application was received after the agenda was issued. 

  15/02352/F, Two storey rear extension with associated internal and external works at 3 Swalcliffe Road, 
Upper Tadmarton. Approval has been given by CDC. 

 
16. Correspondence 

  CDC, Consultations, Partial Review of the Cherwell Local Plan (Part 1): Oxfords unmet housing needs – 
Issues Paper, Cherwell Local Plan 2011-2031 (Part 2): Development Management Policies and Sites – 
Issues Paper’  Draft Statement of Community Involvement 

  CDC, Notification of consultation on the Cherwell Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Preliminary Draft 
Charging Schedule 

  Nigel Prickett, grass cutting 

  Malcolm Moodie and Angie Dean, Notice-boards 
 

17. Councillors Reports 
Cllr Kingsford updated Cllr’s on the nature area behind Brookfield Rise.  It has been decided that Julian 
Pursey will carry out the work to the trees.  A newt and wildlife count will be carried out on 18th March. 
 
Once there is a full council, portfolios will be reviewed for Councillors.   
 
Official email addresses are being sorted out.  The Parish Council will be connecting to social media websites 
such as  Facebook and Twitter. 
 
Meeting Closed 8.15pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


