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TADMARTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

DRAFT MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

 ON 2ND MARCH 2015 AT 7PM 

IN TADMARTON VILLAGE HALL 

 

Councillors Present 

Richard Pinchin  (Chair),  Caroline Bradley, Jane Fitzpatrick, Steve Kingsford (Vice-Chair), 

Ingrid Heritage, Joan Thomas,  Steve Yeomans and Christine Coles, Parish Clerk  

 

1. Apologies 

 None   

  

2. Declarations of Interest 

 No interests were declared. 

 

3. To approve the minutes of the last meeting of 12th January 2015 

 The  minutes were approved and signed. 

 

4. Open Forum 

 There were no members of the public present at the meeting. 

 

5. Review of Action List 

 Clearing of path from Old Glebe to the village hall - The path was cleared but not re-levelled.  

The Parish Council to continue to monitor the situation about the path being improved. 

 

 Work to maintain benches, village notice-boards and bus shelter – John Nelder will do the 

work in March.  A notice to be put in the Link by the Clerk to note that the Parish Council are 

responsible for the four main large boards only. 

 

 Overgrown hedge in Lower Tadmarton - This has been cut back. 

 

 Bus stop road marking in Lower Tadmarton - The Parish Clerk to ask OCC for an update. 

 

 Brookfield Site Lease  - This expires in April 2016. 

 

 Charity Donations - A note for the Link to be drafted by the Parish Clerk about how this will 

be handled. 

 

 Invoice for Village Hall Committee - The Parish Clerk has worked out the outstanding invoice 

for the year. 

 

 License for work to the Triangle - A site meeting has been held with Tim Wild of 

Oxfordshire County Council and OCC are to advise whether a license is needed. 
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 Maps for notice-boards -   Cllr Fitzpatrick advised that the maps are difficult to lift off 

from the CDC website.  There are similar ones on  the Ordnance Survey site but will be time 

consuming to produce from there.  CDC have now agreed to produce the maps.  Cllr 

Fitzpatrick to liaise with CDC. 

 

 New bank account - The Parish Clerk has been to HSBC Bank and filled in the forms to open a 

new account.  She will call the bank for an update. 

 

 Grit Bin for Brookfield Rise - The new bin has been ordered and put on site.  It is half filled 

with salt. 

 

 Speeding  in Lower Tadmarton - This has been referred to OCC Highways. 

 

 Tadmarton Charities - The Parish Clerk to make contact with them and ask why the Parish 

Council are responsible for appointing trustees. 

 

 Register of Local Assets - The Chair and Cllr Heritage have completed the form to include 

the Clapper Bridge and sent back to CDC. 

 

6. To discuss the speeding survey (SK) 

 A traffic survey was carried out by Oxfordshire County Council on 23rd January 2015 for 

one week on the Main Road.  

 

 The results were as follows:  

 1446 cars went eastbound and 1443 cars westbound. 

 84% were travelling under 31mph 

 31% were travelling between 31-36mph 

 1% were travelling above 36mph 

 1% were travelling between 41-46mph 

 

 Cllr Kingsford to produce a report for the Link.  The Council will review their effort to get 

volunteers for Speedwatch and they continue to have speeding as a priority agenda item. 

 

7. To discuss the wording of the allotment lease (JF) 

 Cllr Fitzpatrick advised that issues have been raised previously about plots being kept tidy. A 

set of words have been produced to add to the lease agreement which Gail Miller has 

approved. 

 

 The additional words for the lease are: 

'Your plot will be inspected from time to time and if not cultivated or if we think there is a 
breach of the agreement we will write to you and ask you to bring the plot up to the required 
standard within a reasonable timescale.  If you don’t bring your plot up to standard within 
the timescale stated your tenancy may be terminated.  If you have temporary problems 
please let the Allotments Secretary know who will be able to advise on what can be done. 
Under certain circumstances we may be able to offer assistance'. 
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  Gail Miller has advised she is stepping down as Secretary.  She will write down her roles and 

responsibilities so that the job can be advertised. 

 

8. To discuss the village website and social media (SY) 

 Cllr Yeomans has made more changes and is hoping to launch the new website at the end of 

the month. He has spoken to Eileen Steele and she has decided not to be involved in the new 

website. 

 Action: The Chair to send the log in details to Cllr Yeomans. 
 

9. To discuss the future of ‘The Pound’ and associated tree works 

 A note was put in the last edition of the Link to note that the Parish Council were considering 

selling the area known as 'The Pound'.  Various letters and emails have been received from 

some villagers. 

 

 The Parish Council discussed the sale of the Pound and necessary preparations were put in 

place to effect the sale.  Prior to the sale  any urgent remedial work to the trees will be 

attended to.  A working party will be appointed to report back as to how the sale will happen. 

 Action:  The Chair to contact Julian and get a quote for remedial tree work. Cllr's approved 
for the Chair to spend £300 or less on the tree remedial work. 

 

10. To discuss the purchase of two defibrillators (JT) 

 Peter Wood of Tadmarton Park Residents Assocation has done a lot of research in looking at 

different types of defibrillators and prices.  The committee evaluated three options and 

discussed the cost effectiveness and reliability of each one.  It was decided that the best 

value for money was the one from the South Central Ambulance Service.  Proposed by Cllr 

Thomas and seconded by Cllr Heritage. 

 

 The defibrillators will be ordered once the first CDC precept payment has been paid into the 

bank in April. 

 

11. To discuss the Brookfields Bog Wood (CB) 

 Cllr Bradley advised that the site has been looked at and it is a good wildlife site.  There are 

various options to consider.  The first option which is the cheapest is to make alterations for 

public access for families.  The second option is the more expensive one and would be for the 

public to attend with wheelchair access.  There is remedial work which needs doing to comply 

with health and safety regulations, tree work and the clearing of rubbish.  The tree work 

could either be done with  chainsaws and everyone invited to take the wood away or to use a 

qualified tree surgeon.  The wood can be put in a skip which would cost £135.00 to hire. 

 

 The rubbish can be cleared by a group from Chipping Norton called 'Green Jim'.  They are a 

fully insured group who help to clear public spaces.  They have offered to help with the tidy 

up for two days in July from 10-3pm at a cost of £50.00 per day.  It was agreed to accept 

this cost. 

 

 Cllr Thomas asked who is going to use the area?  There are only 4% of these areas left in 

Oxfordshire and it is important for wildlife.  The Chair added that the Parish Council have a  

moral responsibility to look after the area and an ecological area would be lost if the work is 
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not done. 

  

 Action:  Cllr Bradley to produce a schedule of works for next time and get an exact boundary 
marking from John Slack at CDC.  Cllr Bradley to contact Julian and ask for a suitable 
meeting date to look at the tree work which will be circulated to councillors. 

 

12. To discuss the provision of first aid training (JF) 

 Cllr Fitzpatrick had previously circulated costs for the provision of first aid training.  It 

would be ideal to have all councillors trained and to include some villagers.  This was proposed 

by Cllr Fitzpatrick and seconded by Cllr Kingsford. 

 Action:  The Parish Clerk to check there is a legal power for this activty. 
 

13. To discuss the Annual Parish Meeting and format of the meeting (CC) 

 The Annual Parish Meeting will be held in April and it was agreed that some village 

organisations would be invited to speak or send a report. The Clerk to invite the police, the 

Village Hall Committee, Tadmarton Charities, the PCC and Cllr George Reynolds. 

Action:  Councillors to forward their own areas of responsibility and detail what has been 
achieved or is planned to the Chair for him to compile a report. 

 

14. Finance Report 

To approve the following payments under statutory powers: 
 £230.00 to C Seel (annual rent for allotments) 

 £33.75 to National Allotment Society (membership) * 

 £282.31 to Parish Clerk (hours) 

 £48.00 to Tadmarton Village Hall Trust (use of hall for meetings) 

 

*  Gail Miller advised that the National Allotment Society membership is not good value for 

money and there are few benefits.  

 Action:  The Parish Clerk to contact Bluefin, who provide the insurance to ask if the Parish 
Council have to sign up for another years membership with the National Allotment Society.  
If the answer is that the insurance policy is unaffected without this membership, it will 
not be renewed. 

 
The above  payments were approved.  Proposed by the Chair and seconded by Cllr Heritage. 

 

 To approve the risk assessment for 2014/15 
 This was approved and accepted by the council. 

 

15. Planning applications 

 Two new applications had been received since the last meeting: 

 15/00005/TPO, Fell 32 trees, reduce the crowns on five trees and prune two limbs from a 
group of conifer trees.  All subject to  TPO 10/1990 at Land to the rear of 29 to 32 
Highlands.  Approved by CDC. 

 

 14/02055/F. Erection of 16 ground mounted Axitec Solar Panels at Roman Way, Lower 
Tadmarton. No objections raised.  

 



Page | 5 

 

 

A new application was received after the agenda had been issued. 

15/001116/F, Change of use of domestic curtilage and conversion of stable building to form 
ancillary accommodation at Austins Farm Barn, Main Street.  This is currently being 

considered by councillors and a site visit will be carried out. 

 

16. Correspondence 

 The following correspondence had been received:  

  Angie Dean and Lyn Flowers, Swalcliffe Park Equestrian.  A note to be put in the Link by 

the Parish Clerk to clarify that the Parish Council did not object but had concerns about 

traffic. 

  Robin Rew (a resident) complaining about the state of the scaffold yard being an eyesore 

and a dumping ground for builders rubbish.  The Chair reported that at this current time 

there is no skip in the yard and the area is clean and tidy.  The land is owned by John 

Pollok.  This is a private matter between the two people. The Clerk to respond. 

  CDC, North West Bicester Draft Supplementary Planning Document. 

  Mr Jackson (a resident).  Mr Jackson had sent two letters to the Parish Council.  The first 

was a copy of an old letter dated 30th March 2011 and the second one  more recent dated 

30th January  2015.  Mr Jackson has concerns about the state of the land.  In 2011 the 

Parish Council were involved because they had considered buying the land but it was not 

for sale at that time. This time it is a private matter between the two parties. The Clerk 

to respond. 

  Angie Dean, Mr Milligan, Malcolm Moodie, Gail Miller re The Pound. 

  Gail Miller, Allotment Rent. 

 

17. Councillors Reports 

Cllr Fitzpatrick noted that there will be a dementia friendly evening in the village hall on 11th 

March.  This is a follow up meeting organised by ORCC.  Anyone can attend.  Details to be 

circulated to councillors. 

 

Cllr Kingsford  advised that there will be no cost to produce a circular map walk which can be 

placed in the pub and local tourist office. 

 

Meeting Closed 9pm 
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