
TADMARTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

DRAFT MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
 OF 3RD APRIL 2017 AT 8.00PM 
IN TADMARTON VILLAGE HALL 

 
Councillors Present 
Richard Pinchin, Chairperson 
Jane Fitzpatrick  
Joan Thomas 
Tim Turner 
Steve Yeomans 
Christine Coles, Parish Clerk,  Mr M Key and Cllr George Reynolds  
 
1. Welcome 

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for coming.  
 
2. Annual Statement including a financial overview from the Chair of the Parish Council 

During the last 12 months the Parish Council lost one Councillor.  The Parish Council have asked CDC about 
possibly reducing the number of Councillors to six.  The workload of each Councillor is reviewed regularly 
and there will be a discussion of responsibilities at the next meeting in May. Since April 2016 the Parish 

Council has raised 61 new actions and completed 50. 
 

During the last financial year which ended on 31st March 2017, the total income was £12,500. The majority                  
of which was the annual precept from CDC. Total expenditure during the year was £5K. The two old bank                   
accounts were closed and consolidated into one account with a different bank. The end of year balance                 
was approximately £23K. The precept for the coming year has been set at £10K, the same amount as last                   
year. There is no more detailed information to enable the Parish Council to accurately budget for the extra                  
expenditure resulting from OCC's Devolved Powers. The Parish Council extended their thanks and huge              
appreciation to Martin Key who for many years has worked very hard editing the village magazine 'The Link'                  
which is a vital and necessary asset to village communications. 
 
The work of the Parish Council over the last year was detailed under the following headings, Highways,                 
Planning, Community and Infrastructure.  
 
HIGHWAYS 
● Monitor and report potholes and general road conditions 
● Upgrade the batteries used in the (Vehicle Activated Sign) VAS equipment. 
● Continued to lobby Highways to extend 30mph zones in the village and improve road safety in the                 

Parish. 
● Negotiations underway to install ‘Children at Play’ Signage at the entrance to the Brookfields parking               

area and ‘Horses’ signs at each end of the village 
 
PLANNING 
● 8 planning applications requiring on site visits on a range of issues  
 
COMMUNITY  
● Redraft, print and circulate the Winter Emergency Plan 
● Ensure adequate stocks of road salt and re-filling of bins as necessary 



● Prevented any snow falling for fourth winter running 
● Ran 6 Parish Council Drop in Sessions where a number of concerns were raised by parishioners – all                  

were discussed at PC meetings and reported in minutes 
● Grants in the region of £1000 to local organisations  
● Purchased new equipment for the village litter pick – held last month. 
● Councillors attended a number liaison meetings with Cherwell DC to stay abreast of wider              

developments and policy issues 
 
INFRASTRUCTURE  
● Liaised with Cherwell DC on the review of the Conservation Area and presentation of proposed               

changes at the village meeting 
● Finally, the project to revitalise the Brookfield Rise woodland site has been given the go ahead – work                  

should start tomorrow 
● Continued lobbying and meetings to improve broadband services in Lower Tadmarton 
● Production and circulation of village map with house numbers to all villagers 
● Repair and restoration of the Stant Hill spring by village volunteers following several incidents of               

flooding during the winter 
● Overseen repair to hollow road outside Perkins, road sunk due to western power sinking of               

cables-repaired within 2 weeks of enquiry 
● Investigation into viability of community bus 
● Negotiations to get replacement bus timetable and additional 8am service 
● Continuing work to install 3rd Defib unit in Lower Tadmarton 
 
Looking forward to the next 12 months, the Parish Council will:- 
General 
● Continue to look at ways to improve their efficiency and effectiveness 
● Ensure that the promotion of community integration remains a high priority - three more drop in                

sessions are planned 
● Continue to seek clarification of the impact of the County Council's Devolved Powers 
● Continue to sponsor ' Community Events' 
● Continue to support the existing organisations within the community such as the Allotments, Village              

Hall and Church. 
 
Specific 
● Organise an event in 2018 to mark the centenary of the end of WW1 
● Install a new defibrillator in Lower Tadmarton 
● Continue to campaign for better broadband in Lower Tadmarton 
● In collaboration with Thames Valley Police and relevent HM Government departments monitor and             

report illegal parking throughout the village 
 
Cllr Reynolds agreed to speak to CDC about cars being parked illegally in the car park behind Brookfield                  
Rise. 
 

3. Open Forum 
A report was received from Alex Silverman, Chairman of Tadmarton Village Hall. The report read as follows.                 
A new Committee took over the running of the Village Hall in April 2016, bringing some fresh blood into an                    
old institution. The committee are all keen to preserve the Hall, and to make the most of it as an asset for                      
everyone who lives in Tadmarton. 
 



On a day-to-day basis, the Hall continues to host a range of public and private activities - Country Dancing                   
and the Luncheon Club being among the best attended. As the first steps in a drive to see more people                    
coming through our doors, they launched a survey in the Autumn of 2016 asking Taddy residents about the                  
sort of things they would like to see here, and received a large number of helpful responses.  
 
The committee are also publishing regular updates about Hall activities in The Link, and exploring other              
ways of getting our doors open to the whole village: weekend coffee mornings are better attended each                 
month, and the reinstituted Village walk, offering a choice of routes and breakfast at the Hall, was a success                   
which they hope to repeat in the autumn. 
 
The financial position remains uncomplicated: they operate at a small loss in terms of lettings and                
day-to-day management, but are kept healthy by a handful of fundraising initiatives across the year -                
including the 250 club draw and of course the showpiece Fete - as well as some generous donations, not                   
least from the Parish Council, for which they are very grateful. There is no doubt that the future prosperity                   
of the Hall depends on the continued generosity of volunteers in the village, who give time and occasionally                  
cash to keep it running. They are aware that it is vital to keep the Hall fit for purpose, and to make sure                       
that what it offers as a space can meet needs and expectations of its users today. 
 
To this end, the committee have set about the process of redrafting their Trust Deed, and reshaping of the                   
Committee and management structure for the 21st Century. As part of this review, they have also taken                 
the opportunity to update the bank accounts, accounting procedures, and insurance policy, to better reflect               
how the Hall is used in 2017, and to make sure that the running of the Hall continues to be something that                      
the residents of Tadmarton can, and are willing to do for themselves. 
 
The Chair hopes that next year he shall be able to report on increased usage of the Hall by residents of all                      
ages. 
 
Other matters 
Mr Key asked if a new notice-board would be going up to replace the one that has been taken down by the                      
phone kiosk? It was confirmed that the Parish Council are currently getting a price for a replacement                 
board.  
Mr Key spoke about his concern for the welfare of the children crossing the road to get the school bus by                     
Brookfield Rise. This will be carried forward for discussion at the May meeting. 
 
Mr Key asked for an update on the bus shelter for Brookfield Rise. The Chair replied that the Parish Council                    
had obtained a price and included it in the budget but the project was put on hold as there is uncertainty                     
about the service. Cllr Reynolds thinks the service will remain for some time but it is being funded by the                    
neighbouring county. Cllr Fitzpatrick will make contact with Johnsons to ask for a further commitment from                
them. 
 
The Stone Clapper Bridge was discussed. It was registered some time ago as an Asset of Community Value.                  
Costs were prepared a long time ago for a refurbishment but they were extortionate. The costs would be                  
hard to justify. 
 
Cllr Reynolds reported that there is little going on within CDC at the moment. They are currently looking at                   
the Planning Policy and there will be growth around Oxford. Another document will come out in the                 
summer looking at rural sites. He advised the Parish Council to look at the document and not assume the                   
village were safe from development. 
 
The Chair thanked everyone for attending and the meeting was closed at 8. 35pm. 

 


